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Sometimes  I  REALLY want to dig. 

On Friday I wanted to dig the biggest hole ever! 

...so I asked my uncle if he wanted to play with me.

Sometimes  I  REALLY want to dig.



Funny enough, he had been

feeling the same!

“What’s the plan?” he said.
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I said that if he came 

outside, I would 

show  him the dirt 

in our backyard 

that I wanted to dig 

up.

He grabbed his coat, 

and  I grabbed my 

sun-glasses, and we

walked outside.

I could tell it was a good

day for digging.



When he saw the area that I wanted to dig up, he was very 

impressed.

“What are we going to dig with?” he asked.

I told him I wanted to use a large yellow digging 

machine. I had seen some at the end of our street 

when I was walking to the playground. They were 

being used to build a bridge.

Surprisingly, my uncle started looking a little bit worried.

“Use an Excavator!

But... How deep are we going to dig?” he asked.
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How deep did I want to dig?
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“The deepest hole that has

EVER been dug... 

EVER”.

I thought of several possible answers. Like “One hundred metres”

and “As deep as possible”. In the end I said, 
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“But,” he said, “we can’t just go and dig an enormous hole 

like that. I mean, there are laws and regulations and lots of 

forms and it’ll cost money - we’ve got to buy an excavator -

and apart from all that... it’s... it’s... Dangerous! 

“What if we accidentally dig something up?
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Well! I wasn’t worried about filling out forms.

We handled that in no time. 
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I also wasn’t worried about buying an 

excavator, because I already had heaps of 

digging machines.
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Just dirt! There are a lot of things 

under the ground apart from dirt! 

However, I didn’t  want to do anything too dangerous if I could 

help it! I asked my uncle, “What could we really dig up? – its 

just dirt.”
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The water we use is pumped from rivers and reservoirs, then 

into pipes, and then to everyone’s houses. That’s where water 

comes from when you turn on the tap, or wash clothes in the 

washing machine.

...like water pipes.
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If we broke a water pipe, we would get water everywhere! It

would fill up our hole, and then flow into the street. And all

our neighbour’s taps and washing machines would stop

working!
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...and there are Oil Pipes!

Some pipes have oil in 

them. There are rocks deep 

underground that are 

soaked in oil, just like 

sponges can be soaked in 

water.

People don’t usually dig 

holes to get the oil out of 

the ground; deep holes 

called wells are drilled and 

the oil flows up them. Oil is 

used for all sorts of things... 

like making plastic and 

keeping machines working. 

Petrol is a type of oil used 

to power cars.
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If we broke an oil pipeline with our big digging machine, then 

we would get oil everywhere! 

Oil isn’t good for the 

environment! It’s 

very sticky. If it got into 

the creek down 

the road, then 

the ducks would 

try to swim in it  

and they 

would get all 

sticky too. 
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...and there are Gas Pipes!

Gas is taken out of the ground like oil, and is processed in enormous 

facilities. Gas is used for lots of things, like heating and cooking.
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Sometimes when a gas pipe leaks the gas explodes! 

It can burn for a long time. You won’t easily damage a major oil or gas 

pipe with a spade – but an excavator can do a lot of damage!
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...and there are 

electrical cables!
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Some natural gas is used to

make electricity. The natural

gas arrives at the power station

in large pipes. The power

station burns the gas and then

uses the heat to make

electricity.



Electricity is very useful. It travels

through metal cables from power

stations to people’s houses. In our

homes we use it for heating and

cooling, lighting, recharging our

phones, powering the

television, and many other

things!
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Electricity is also very dangerous. A person can be

zapped by an electrical cable simply by touching it!

That is why they are usually coated in plastic!
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We wouldn’t want 

to dig one of them 

up!

The most 

powerful cables 

are either hung 

high in the air, 

or  buried 

under ground 

so that  people 

don’t touch 

them.
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I now understood why digging a very deep hole was risky. 

I didn’t think it was likely that we would 

dig up all of these things –

but if we did... I agreed 

that it could be very 

dangerous.

I wasn’t worrying as

much as my uncle

though! He was

starting to walk

around in circles

and muttering weird

phrases like “due diligence”,

“risk assessment” and “liability”.



I tried to calm him down.

“But Uncle,” I said, “Its only pretend ”.
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He looked a little embarrassed.

“Oh – in that case, then what are we waiting for?” he said,

“lets start digging a hole”.
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Every sensible person knows that digging 

is fun work. But not everyone realises 

that digging is potentially hazardous and 

complicated, especially when the hole is 

going to be unbelievably enormous.  

After all...

You never know what you might dig up!


